
Day Building Room Start Time End Time Title Description Presenter(s)

Thursday 11 Student Center 8:30 AM 11:00 AM Registration Open

11 Student Center 8:30 AM 9:00 AM Continental Breakfast

9:00 AM 9:50 AM Concurrent Sessions (50-minute)

15 106 9:00 AM 9:50 AM Tips, Tricks, and Lessons Learned 

When Importing Curriculum 

Outcomes to Canvas

Bringing curriculum outcomes into Canvas and using them in a course can be 

confusing and seem like a waste of time.  Learn some tips and tricks for getting 

outcomes into Canvas for the entire faculty to use, and into rubrics for course 

assignments and quizzes.

Debbie Padden 

15 203 9:00 AM 9:50 AM Focus on Communication…What, 

When & Why

This is not a typical “how-to” technology training session.  Come explore 

synchronous and asynchronous learning options for virtual instruction.  Discover 

what communication tools are available to you in Canvas, when to most effectively 

use those tools and most importantly, why to incorporate synchronous and/or 

asynchronous learning into your course design.

Alissa Sells

15 204 9:00 AM 9:50 AM Kaleidoscope Open Course 

Initiative in Canvas

The Kaleidoscope Open Course Initiative, funded by a Next Generation Learning 

Challenges (NGLC) Wave One grant and managed by the Lumen Learning team, 

focuses on supporting the academic success of at-risk students. The end result is 

an innovative scaling strategy with the potential to significantly disrupt higher 

education. Participants will gain an overview of the Kaleidoscope approach, 

impact, and results; and are welcome to a Canvas export of any of Kaleidoscope's 

courses.

David Lippman & 

Ronda Dorsey 

Neugebauer

15 220 9:00 AM 9:50 AM Not just for students: using Canvas 

to facilitate learning and teaching 

among faculty and staff

Faculty and staff collaboration requires flexibility, centrality, and convenience. We 

will discuss our Blended Design Scholars Community of Practice experience in 

using native and embedded tools in Canvas to enhance faculty and staff 

communication for learning and teaching.

Tacoma Community 

College Blended 

Design Scholars

15 9:50 AM 10:00 AM Break - coffee/tea

10:00 AM 10:30 AM Concurrent Sessions (30-minute)

15 106 10:00 AM 10:30 AM Leveraging the Canvas Community Come learn what resources  and support are provided by Instructure and hear 

about awesome things from other community members.

Scott Dennis & Renee 

Carney 

15 203 10:00 AM 10:30 AM Collaborating on Canvas

Explore fun ways that Canvas can be utilized as a platform for department wide 

and program specific collaboration.  The healthcare careers department at Renton 

Technical College is using Canvas as a place to share, discuss and collaborate on 

projects like developing student handbooks.  Join the fun and share your ideas.

Zefire Skoczen

15 204 10:00 AM 10:30 AM Using the Creative Commons tool 

in Canvas

We'll show how the Creative Commons tool in Canvas can add visual interest to 

your course while teaching students how to be copyright compliant. You will also 

learn about a course that has evolved from one that was very text heavy to one 

that is now visually interesting due to the creative commons tool in Canvas. 

The session will include screen shots showing details about the course, a link to 

view the course publicly, and videos that present feedback from students.

Christie Fierro and 

Quill West

15 220 10:00 AM 10:30 AM Using Canvas to Conduct Online Science Labs
The Canvas quiz feature can be used to guide online students through a hands-on 

experiment at home. With some video guidance and the built-in feedback offered 

through the Canvas quiz environment, students stay on track and get the hands-on 

lab experience they need. Stephanie teaches an online conceptual physics course.

Stephanie Diemel

15 10:30 AM 11:00 AM Break - Snacks

11:00 AM 11:50 AM Concurrent Sessions (50-minute)

15 106 11:00 AM 11:50 AM Nudging Students to Better 

Performance with Canvas

Research suggests that persistence can be enhanced through timely reminders, 

and support "nudges" that personalize learning and keep the student on-track. 

Canvas provides some exciting tools to provide these motivators, but it will take 

thoughtful new pedagogy to effectively utilize Canvas tools. Let’s collectively 

explore nudge options.

Colleen Carmean & 

Darcy Janzen
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15 203 11:00 AM 11:50 AM Authoring Online Portfolios  What if students could master your course objectives in a manner that also 

teaches them digital literacy skills; engages them in a modern form of authoring 

and design; encourages them to continually edit, revise, and reflect upon their 

work; and provides them with the means and motivation for sharing their work with 

others inside and outside of the classroom? Too good to be true? The verdict is 

still out. In this workshop, I will share my ups and downs as an English instructor 

using Weebly and Google Drive, in accordance with Canvas, to both deliver 

course content and accept student work. 

Amber Lemiere

15 204 11:00 AM 11:50 AM Automation using Scripting and the 

Canvas API

This session will give some examples of how PHP scripts can be written to interact 

with the Canvas API to automate course editing and updating tasks, such as doing 

search-and-replace across all course wiki pages, or replacing instructions on all 

quizzes.

David Lippman

15 220 11:00 AM 11:50 AM Using Canvas to Flip the 

Classroom with Open Educational 

Resources

Two buzzwords today are "Flipped Classrooms" and "Open Educational 

Resources". These ideas were blended together in a Finite Math course. This on-

campus course employed Canvas to deliver the important course content. This 

session will cover lessons learned and an analysis of the effectiveness of flipped 

instruction and OER in Canvas.

Tyler Wallace

11 Student Center 12:00 PM 1:00 PM Lunch - Lighting Rounds

1:00 PM 2:00 PM Concurrent Sessions (60-minute)

15 106 1:00 PM 2:00 PM Tips and Tricks for Improving 

Student/Faculty Success in Canvas

If you've experienced designing a course that you thought was crystal clear for 

students but ended up confusing them anyway, the Tips and Tricks workshop is for 

you.  Learn design tips and Canvas tricks so you and your students get past these 

sticking points.

Lisa Chamberlin

15 203 1:00 PM 2:00 PM Using Magazine Aggregators to Flip 

the Curriculum

Whether it's keeping up on current events or collecting topical material from a 

variety of sources, consider using a magazine aggregator, such as Flipboard, to 

search and share content from hundreds of popular publications. In this session 

you'll learn how to collect articles, create magazines, and allow students to 

contribute as co-editors. The eReader interface and the ability to share it with 

others through your LMS, make these applications an awesome tool for student-

led instruction.

Mark Gaither

15 204 1:00 PM 2:00 PM Interactive Session on Course 

Conclude Needs

Jeff will present on what the Product Team is currently thinking about additional 

functionality relating to course conclude.  Additionally he will spend part of the time 

as a working session to gather feedback from attendees.

Jeff Fox

15 220 1:00 PM 2:00 PM Start Your Research Here: 

Integrating Custom Library 

Resources into Canvas Courses

LMSs promise students one-stop shopping for information, online learning, and 

grades. But what can they do for students when it comes to skills like research? In 

this presentation, partners from University of Washington Libraries and 

Information Technology discuss a 2014 project to integrate subject-customized 

library resources into all Canvas courses.

Robin Chin Roemer & 

Lauren Manes

15 2:00 PM 2:15 PM Break - coffee/tea

2:15 PM 3:15 PM Concurrent Sessions (60-minute)

15 106 2:15 PM 3:15 PM ePortfolios in Canvas: A view from 

inside an online course

Join this session to see how one instructor experimented with ePortfolios in a 

Digital Photography online course. Learn how to set up an ePortfolio, explore and 

share ideas for other eportfolio uses to benefit students.

Kathleen Chambers & 

Sara Newman

15 203 2:15 PM 3:15 PM Confessions of the Absentee 

Instructor

A Master of Education with an eLearning specialization which included a small 

novel of a research proposal on Human Presence in the online environment 

should entitle me to a Sheldon Cooper sized ego for facilitating online learning!  

Wrong!  My failure to provide guidance, feedback, interaction, reassurance, and 

basic human presence resulted in me feeling like the door receiving the 

compulsory knocks of one Dr. Cooper...... “Penny”(knock)(knock) 

“Penny”(knock)(knock) “Penny”(knock)(knock).   The impact on the learners was 

nothing short of a Big Bang.  In this presentation I’ll confess my epic fails.  Then 

we’ll explore and develop strategies that will transport online presence from Blah 

to Bazinga.

Renee Carney



15 204 2:15 PM 3:15 PM Surprise & Delight Your Students: 

Canvas & Hybrid Courses In this workshop, we will discuss ways to enhance your hybrid class using Canvas. 

We will share our best practices for providing outstanding customer service to 

students while maintaining excellent student records. Other topics will include the 

use of the group function and the “conversations” tab to better connect students.

Brandi Harrington & 

David Douglas

15 220 2:15 PM 3:15 PM Facilitated Learning Inside and 

Outside the Classroom Presentation covers a pilot project on using mobile technology in the classroom 

and OER to enhance student learning inside and outside the classroom.

Wendy Noffke

15 3:15 PM 3:45 PM Break - Snacks

3:45 PM 4:45 PM Concurrent Sessions (60-minute)

15 106 3:45 PM 4:45 PM Digital Badging within Canvas

Digital Badging refers to the granting of “micro-credentials” which can be displayed 

on personal web sites and within ePortfolios. Western Washington University is 

beginning to issue digital badges using the Canvas LTI: “CanvaBadges”. This 

session will discuss the characteristics of a digital badge, how to issue badges 

through Canvas, and Western’s plans for implementation.

Kevin Dixey and John 

Farquhar

15 203 3:45 PM 4:45 PM Top 5 Support Requests and How 

to Avoid Them Learn about the top 5 support requests we receive at our help desk.  Instructors 

will learn about issues associated with each request and how to avoid them.  This 

session will include detailed handouts on each issue.  Topics include:

•	Publishing Courses

•	Adding other instructors 

•	Merging/Cross-Listing

•	Setting up Online submission

•	Viewing instructor comments

Vicki Chew

15 204 3:45 PM 4:45 PM Modules and Pages: Course 

Navigation in Canvas Discussing course navigation often elicits strong opinions about the value of one 

Canvas tool over the other. We’ll demonstrate best practices and differences in 

both Modules and Page-based navigation that works. Quality standards, 

maintenance, the behavior of content in the two tools are covered.  We will show 

the same course using Modules and Pages in a side-by-side comparison.

Kate Schwarz

15 220 3:45 PM 4:45 PM Open Educational Resources 

meets Open English Courses

How do you teach English without a textbook?  What would you have to do 

differently?  How can Canvas help?  OER opens up a true rethinking of our 

teaching methods and opportunities for student learning.  Reactions to OER can 

range from excited to skeptical; we invite participation from all viewpoints.

Alexis McMillan-Clifton 

& Kristina Young

Friday 11 Student Center 8:30 AM 10:30 AM Registration Open

11 Student Center 8:30 AM 9:00 AM Continental Breakfast

9:00 AM 9:30 AM Concurrent Sessions (30-minute)

15 106 9:00 AM 9:30 AM How to Survive the Zombie 

Apocalypse and Enhance your 

Canvas Course with Video

Learn tips on how to survive a zombie apocalypse, and then, once that weight is 

off your mind, we'll look at some of the ways you can use Canvas' ability to have 

students to create and share videos as a way to enhance your class.

Sara Gettys

15 203 9:00 AM 9:30 AM Using Canvas Groups for Planning 

and Research

Faculty can use the discussion, conferencing and file sharing benefits of groups 

for curriculum planning and departmental communication. The UW School of 

Nursing has been expanding our use of sub-account groups since Fall of 2014. 

These multi-term group sites allow Faculty new collaborative possibilities in the 

familiar Canvas environment.

Frank Barber; Amy J. 

Walker, PhD, RN

15 204 9:00 AM 9:30 AM Creating Community Online Online students often feel detached from their classmates.  Creating a community 

helps them feel more connected to the class and to the material.  You can create 

more connections and community using discussion forum groups.   Hear how I've 

done this and share your own ideas.

April Kindrick



15 220 9:00 AM 9:30 AM Using Audio and Video to Enliven 

Your Canvas Classroom

Are you worried your Canvas site is too text-heavy?  Do you find that some 

students aren't reading your instructions? Are you looking for a fun alternative way 

to share course content?  This presentation will demonstrate several effective 

ways that faculty can integrate audio and video features on their Canvas sites to 

increase student achievement and engagement.

Tish Lopez

11 Student Center 9:45 AM 11:45 AM Keynote: Open Education: The 

Business & Policy Case for OER

The Internet, increasingly affordable computing, open licensing, open access 

journals and open educational resources provide the foundation for a world in 

which a quality education can be a basic human right. Yet before we break the 

"iron triangle" of access, cost and quality with new models, we need to develop 

sustainable open business models with open policies: public access to publicly 

funded resources. Dr. Cable Green, Director of Global Learning at Creative 

Commons, will discuss specific examples where institution, provinces / states and 

nations have built effective business cases for OER. He will also explore how to 

build effective teams for institution / system-wide OER projects in a way that both 

builds high quality OER and takes your institutions through the cultural shift to 

open

Cable Green

11 Student Center 12:00 PM 1:00 PM Lunch

1:15 PM 1:45 PM Concurrent Sessions (30-minute)

15 106 1:15 PM 1:45 PM Use the VoiceThread LTI Integration in CanvasLearn how to use the VoiceThread LTI integration in your Canvas course. This 

session will talk about the configuration within your Canvas account/subaccount 

and using the integration within your Canvas course.

Randy Orwin

15 203 1:15 PM 1:45 PM Using SpeedGrader, Canvas 

Rubrics and an iPad to Grade 

Authentic Assessment

Many technical and professional programs and courses depend on authentic 

assessment strategies in which students demonstrate competency while an 

instructor observes the demonstration and grades the student through a checklist. 

Learn how this process can be automated using Canvas grading rubrics, and the 

SpeedGrader App on an iPad, with grades immediately posted to the Canvas 

Grade Book from wherever the assessment is accomplished - clinical sites, 

college labs, automotive shop.

Kelley L. Meeusen, 

Cindy Overton

15 204 1:15 PM 1:45 PM Jazzing Up Canvas Pages using 

HTML & CSS

Canvas pages written in plain black and white text are dull and lifeless to today's 

students. They want color, images, and dynamic content. Come to this short 

session and see how to put the wow into your canvas pages.

James Brown

15 220 1:15 PM 1:45 PM Modules Schmodules We all use Modules to help organize our course content, right?  Well no more! 

Learn how to create an entire Canvas course without using a single module! We'll 

start with some already-created content in a course and see how creative this can 

be.

Kathy Brooks

15 1:45 PM 2:00 PM Break

2:00 PM 2:30 PM Concurrent Sessions (30-minute)

15 106 2:00 PM 2:30 PM Canvas Style Guide: Providing 

Consistency Across Canvas Sites Learn how to use the built in Canvas icons and style guide to provide consistency 

across Canvas sites in your institution. The Canvas style guide provides a fair 

amount of functionality that allows you to add elements to your course pages.

Randy Orwin

15 203 2:00 PM 2:30 PM Using images to create Interactivity

Using images in Canvas can make your courses more engaging and colorful.  You 

will learn how to make a custom page with images that can be turned into a 

Hyperlink directing students to an assignment, a web link, or a file that has been 

uploaded to the course.  

You will also see how you can embed images into discussions or essay questions 

for the students to make canvas more interactive and engaging by inserting 

graphs, charts, images, or diagrams for the students that are visual learners.

Shannon Hight

15 204 2:00 PM 2:30 PM Speed Canvasing Have you ever wondered what other people were doing with Canvas that might 

work for you?  Taking a cue from speed dating, our Division created “Speed 

Canvasing” where faculty quickly rotate through pairs to examine each other’s 

sites.

Sue Cox, Kathy Hunt 

and Nancy Gonlin and 

Christine Dixon



15 220 2:00 PM 2:30 PM Automating Content Import This session will give some examples of how the common cartridge format can be 

used (and abused) in Canvas to ease import of large collections of documents, 

such as an OER textbook, and to enable import of quizzes converted from Word 

files.

David Lippman

11 Student Union 2:45 PM 3:15 PM Closing Keynote & afternoon 

snacks

How We Work: Processes, Priorities and Product" He will touch on Instructure's 

philosophy concerning product development . He will also talk about the future of 

Canvas and touch on a few upcoming features. 

Jeff Fox

11 Student Union 3:15 PM 3:30 PM WACUG Planning Meeting WACUG: The Future


